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TABLE 71

Federal obligations for basic research performed at universities and colleges in environmental sciences, by selected agency and 
detailed field: FY 2020
(Dollars in thousands)

Agency Total
Atmospheric 

sciences
Geological 
sciences Oceanography

Other environmental 
sciences

All agencies surveyed 1,175,817.6 179,396.3 176,447.3 413,641.0 406,332.9
Departments

Department of Agriculture 5,623.8 3,884.0 7.8 0.0 1,732.0
Agricultural Research Service 344.5 336.7 7.8 0.0 0.0
Forest Service 1,732.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 1,732.0
National Institute of Food and 
Agriculture 3,547.4 3,547.4 0.0 0.0 0.0

Department of Defense 58,553.1 3,669.8 957.1 50,420.9 3,505.2
Department of the Air Force 1,965.6 698.3 0.0 0.0 1,267.3
Department of the Army 1,959.0 0.0 759.8 0.0 1,199.2
Department of the Navy 48,952.9 676.0 0.0 47,260.7 1,016.3
Other defense agencies 5,675.6 2,295.6 197.3 3,160.2 22.5

Department of Energy 46,058.1 38,062.6 7,247.9 0.0 747.6
Office of Science 46,058.1 38,062.6 7,247.9 0.0 747.6

Department of Health and Human 
Services 122,247.7 0.0 0.0 0.0 122,247.7

Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention 17,409.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 17,409.0

National Institutes of Health 104,838.7 0.0 0.0 0.0 104,838.7
Other agencies

National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration 215,376.3 0.0 0.0 0.0 215,376.3

National Science Foundation 727,958.7 133,779.9 168,234.5 363,220.1 62,724.2

Note(s):
Because of rounding, detail may not add to total. Seven agencies are required to report data for this section of the survey: the Departments of 
Agriculture, Defense, Energy, Health and Human Services, and Homeland Security; the National Aeronautics and Space Administration; and the 
National Science Foundation. Basic research obligations of these seven agencies represented more than 99% of total federal basic research 
obligations to universities and colleges in FY 2020. Only those agencies and subdivisions that had obligations in variables represented by this table 
appear in the table. FYs 2020 obligations include additional funding provided by supplemental COVID-19 related appropriations (e.g., Coronavirus 
Aid, Relief, and Economic Security [CARES] Act). See technical table A-2 for additional notes associated with the agencies listed in this table.

Source(s):
National Center for Science and Engineering Statistics, Survey of Federal Funds for Research and Development, FYs 2020–21.
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